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ELISABETA MOLDOVAN

LEVENTE KOZMA

MARIUS PARJOL

MIHAELA TILINCA

MIHAELA VETAN

MIHAI FIGHIR

MIHAI VILCEA

NADIA TISMANARU

OANA MONDOC

RADU RUSU

RADU TICIU

VALENTIN MURESAN

VLADIMIR OBRADOVICI

ZOLAN SZOVDERDFI-SZEP

CODRIN SCUTARU

BOGDAN PATRU

DIANA GHINDA

CRISTINA POJOGA

ADRIAN PANA

DRAGOS IONITA

NICOLETA DELIU-PASOL

FLORIN COBUZ

FLORIN GHINDA

RALUCA PRELUCA

MIHAI AKACOS

RALUCA OLARU

BOGDAN DIMCIU

LAURA FRENTESCU-TORDAI

CRISTINA LOGHINA

ALEXANDRA PETCU

CLAUDIA TORJE

DIANA MOGA

LUCIAN BUTNARU

VASILE DEAC

RAUL BUZGAR

ALEXANDRA STEF

CRISTIANA BUCURECI

CRISTINA BERTEANU

CRISTINA BRIZIOU

CRISTINA JANTEA

DINU DROG

DRAGOS JALIU

ELENA CALIN

GRATIELA BESCUCA

LIANA BUZEA

MARILENA ALEXEANU BUTTU

MIRELA JALIU

OANA MARINESCU

RALUCA MUNTEANU

ROXANA BRAGA

TAMINA LOLEV

VLAD CRAIOVEANU

CALIN PADUREAN

DANIEL TROANCA

TICA DARIE

CRISTI SCHIOPU

ANDREI PARASCHIVESCU

DANIELA HONCIUC

IOANA CERESCU

MARIUS GABOR

CODRUT GIRBOAN

DORISZ MARIA VERES

CONSTANTIN LOMACA

MIHAI FELICIAN SOLOMON

CATALIN ZOICAN

CIPRIAN BALANESCU

CRISTIAN POGAN

GORAN PANICI

MARIUS PASCU

OANA SIMIONESCU

RALUCA IACOB

LIDIA ONOFREI

ANA MARIA OANCEA

SIMONA TANASE

ADINA TATU

ANDREI POPESCU

RAED ARAFAT

ALIN GRIGORE

TEODOR CRISTIAN BLIDARU

MELANIA LUANA BUTNARIU

AMALIA DIACONU

CECILIA LUCACI

MIHAELA CARMEN ARIM

ANDREI VARVAROI

CONSTANTIN POIANA

FLORIN IBANESCU

DANIELA LAIC

GABRIEL-CRISTIAN LAIC

IONUT MARIUTEI

ANA BUNDUC

GABRIELLA TONK

CRISTINA HARAP

STELIANA DUMITRU

CRINA STELIANA POPESCU

VLADUT CATALIN ANDREESCU

CONSTANTA MATUSESCU

MARIAN VIOREL ANGHEL

SIMONA DUMITRA

MIHAI LISETCHI

ALEXANDRU ANDRASANU

ANA VIRLAN

CORA IULIA APROZEANU

CRINA MURESAN

CRISTINA TOMA

GRUIA BADESCU

IOAN MIREA

LAURA PETCU

LUMINITA GUGIANU

MADALINA TURZA

MARIUS TINCU

MATEI COCHECI

MIRCEA MOCANU

MONICA-DIANA ISAILA

OANA-MARIA ZAHARIA

OVIDIU CIMPEAN

RADU UMBRES

SIMONA POLADIAN-MOAGAR

STEFANIA ANDREESCU

DANA GRAURA

DANIELA NISTE

VIORICA MARIANA NEDEL

ADRIAN CALIMAN
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ANISOARA CORICI
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CIPRIAN POPA

GEORGIANA FILIMON

SORIN ADRIAN FILIMON

ANAMARIA GORDON

ARINA MOS

BELA OLIMPIU LACATUS LAKAB
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CARMEN CIORNEI

EVA LASZLO

GABRIEL BADESCU

GEORGE JIGLAU

HADRIAN BORCEA

JULIA ADORJANI

MARIUS MOS

MIHAI TATARU

TIBOR HARTEL

CAMELIA DULGHERU

CAMELIA SERBAN

DANUT SOLCAN

MARILENA DOBRESCU

MIHAELA DOINITA STANCIU

MIRELA POPOV

LOREDANA STANCIU

STELUTA IONESCU

SIMONA VASILE
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EMESE ESZTERO
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innovator they are positioned 
closer or further away from the 
center of the diagram, 
illustrating their importance 
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How to read the avatars?

Top social 
innovators 2022

Given and received
nominations

COLOR: Activity sector
SHAPE: Legal 
organizational status
DIMENSION: No. of 
years of experience

Region

Gender

Name

Given nominations

Received nominations

40 ani

20 ani

SURNAME NAME

DIANA CERTAN
ANGELA ACHIȚEIDORICA DAN

LUCA CIUBOTARU

R
ALUCA NEGULESCU-BALACI

R
OXANA DAMASCHIN-Ț

ECU

ANDREEA NISTOR
ANDRE RĂDULESCUCLAUDIA COSTEA IRINA VASILESCU

CĂTĂLINA CRAINIC
ARABELA ACĂLINEI

ANCA GAIDOȘ
ADRIANA HARJA

ELENA GABRIELA SOLOM
ON

ZOLTÁN BERECZKIRADU GĂNESCU
VLAD DUMITRESCU

MIHAI LUPU

N
ICOLETA-MARIANA ORLEA

FLAVIUS ILIONILAURA ALBU
ELENA CALISTRU

CIPRIAN STĂNESCU ANA-MARIA ILIE
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The network of social innovators in 2022 is composed of 779 people (nodes) and 1013 connections between them (edges). This translates to an average of 2.6 links per 
node. On average, each individual was nominated by 1.3 other innovators and made 4.33 nominations in turn. 

Methodology
To carry out the study, it started from an initial number of 52 (46 responding nodes) starting nodes (people recommended by ASHOKA Romania), aiming for a balanced 
distribution by fields of activity, gender and geographical regions. Thus, we started from 52% women, 44% men and 4% agender nodes, distributed on domains as following: 
13% in socio-economic development, 29% in education, 19% civic involvement, 15% social inclusion, 4% environment, 4% health and 17% transversal. On regions, 14% 
were from Banat-Crisana-Maramures, 18% Bucharest-Ilfov, 4% Dobrogea, 16% Moldova, 8% Oltenia, 20% Transilvania and 6% from abroad.

Data collection was carried out in two stages. The first aimed at conducting 305 telephone interviews with the help of  7 operators, between July and September 2022. 
Following this stage, 299 entries were approved, resulting in a further 474 unique innovators. They were contacted by email to give consent for their name to be published 
along with a simplified data set regarding gender, field of activity, experience, region and organization. Another 339 confirmations were thus added, finally reaching a total 
of 638 people confirmed on the map, the rest up to 779 being anonymized.

Unlike the network charted in 2017, the current one is smaller, both in terms of the number of nodes (929) and in terms of the number of total connections (1580) and the 
average number of connections between them (7.9).

The differences can be explained by the small changes in the methodology, but also by the implementation of the GDPR agreement which involves an extra step to confirm 
the data registration. This was particularly noticeable in the case of people who were contacted by email, where we obtained a percentage of 75% confirmations. Also, 40 
(13%) of those interviewed did not make any nomination.

Top Social Innovators in 2022
55 people received 3 or more nominations. These are mainly women (70%) who work in the Social Inclusion (23%) and Education (23%) sectors in the Bucharest-Ilfov 
region (50%) and do not represent the public or private sector.

2022 vs 2017 Social Innovators
84% of the 112 people who were found in both the 2017 and the current research work in the NGO field. They received on average a higher number of nominations: 1.7. At the 
same time, they were twice as active in nominating other innovators, more precisely nominating 2.8 people.

General info and methodology

Research comissioned by: Data collection & analysis: Design &  Data Visualisation:
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Agender

Male

Female

30
%

1%

65%

28%

1%

58%

41%

71%

Gender Network

Male 59%41%

Agender 96%4%

Female 29%71%

5%

Female

Agender

1%71%

Exogamy**Endogamy*

Share of total nominations given towards
a gender
(the line color is associated to the node that made the
nomination)

Total number of nominations received and given

*share of nominations given to people of the   
   same gender

**share of nominations given to people of  
     other genders
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Top social 
innovators by 
gender

LUCA CIUBOTARU

FLAVIUS ILIONI

ZOLTÁN BERECZKIRADU GĂNESCU MIHAI LUPU
CIPRIAN STĂNESCU

ISTVÁN SZAKÁTSȘTEFAN CIBIAN
MARIAN RĂDUNĂ

DAMIEN THIERY

ANDRE RĂDULESCU VLAD DUMITRESCU

ANCA GAIDOȘ

R
OXANA DAMASCHIN-Ț

ECU

DIANA CERTAN

ANDREEA NISTOR

CLAUDIA COSTEAANGELA ACHIȚEIDORICA DAN

R
ALUCA NEGULESCU-BALACI

IRINA VASILESCU ADRIANA HARJA

DENISE MATULUCA ISTODOR MONA PETRE

Women

Male

Agender

How to read the avatars?

Given and received
nominations

COLOR: Activity sector
SHAPE: Legal 
organizational status
DIMENSION: No. of 
years of experience

Region

Gender

Name

Given nominations

Received nominations

40 ani

20 ani

SURNAME NAME
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18 - 24 y.o.

25 - 34 y.o.

35 - 44 y.o.
45 - 54 y.o.

Peste 54 y.o.

Age groups
network

18 - 24 y.o. 100%0%

25 - 34 y.o. 59%41%

35 - 44 y.o. 48%52%

45 - 54 y.o. 65%35%

Above 54 y.o. 77%23%

16%

5%3
6

%

41%

2
%

1
8

%

52%

23%

6%

50%30%

10%

10%

11%

39%

15%

35%
47%

26%

4%

23%

2%

35-44 y.o.

18-24 y.o.

2%52%

Exogamy**Endogamy*

Share of total nominations given towards
an age group
(the line color is associated to the node that made the
nomination)

Total number of nominations received and given

*share of nominations given to people from the   
   same age group

**share of nominations given to people from   
     other age groups
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Gender and age

In terms of gender distribution, we see a significantly higher proportion of women appearing on the list of social innovators 
(63% compared to 36% men).

By age, most social innovators fall into the 35-44 age group (42%), followed by 45-54 years (28%) and 25-34 years (19%).

Geographical regions
Significantly more women come from Bucharest-Ilfov (49% versus 36%), while significantly more men come from the West 
(15% versus 6%).

2022 vs 2017
In 2022 there is a significantly higher proportion of women appearing on the list of social innovators (63%, compared to 36% 
men) compared to 2017 when the gender distribution was more balanced, consisting of 53% men and 47% women. 

Network
In the 2022 study, women were represented in a percentage of 63%, which also explains how the nominations were distributed 
by gender. Thus, a percentage of 71% of the nominations coming from women were directed to other women. On the other hand, 
59% of male nominees were female.

35-44 y.o. 42%

45-54 y.o. 28%

25-34 y.o. 19%

Above 54 y.o. 9%

18-24 y.o. 2%

Social innovators age

2022 2017

Male 36% 53%

Female 63% 47%

Agender 1%

Gender distribution
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Health

Socio-Economic
Development

Social
Inclusion

Education

Civic
engagement

Environment

Cross Sectoral

Activity Sector
Network

26%

21%

11%
9%

16%

4%

Exogamy**Endogamy*

Share of total nominations given towards
an activity sector
(the line color is associated to the node that made the
nomination)

Total number of nominations received and given

Education

Environment

2%45%

*share of nominations given to people from the   
   same activity sector

**share of nominations given to people from   
     other activity sectors

Health

Socio-Economic
Development

Social
Inclusion

Education

Civic
engagement

Environment

Cross Sectoral 79%21%

55%45%

57%43%

53%47%

85%15%

75%25%

61%39%

23%

9%

45%

8%

3%
3

%

10
%

13%

11%

39%

11%

17
%

11
%

19%

43%

3
% 1

2
%

14%
6%

3%

5%

12%

21%

1
3

%

47%
3%

2%

2%

21%

19%

5%

25%

2
6

%
15%

5%

8%

28%

13%

15%

15%
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Activity sectors

Within the main activity sector of which the social innovators are part, 30% mention the educational sector, 20% the field of 
social inclusion, 15% transversal, 12% civic involvement, 7% socio-economic development, 11% health and 5% environment. 
Significantly more men are active in the socio-economic development sector (12% compared to 4% women) and environment 
(8% vs 3%).

Types of organizations
If we look at the types of organizations that are associated with the previously mentioned fields, we notice that the NGO sector 
dominates, but there are also some differences when it comes to Socio-Economic Development and Environment, where 29% 
and 16% of innovators work in the private sector. Also, Education (21%) or Health (18%) sectors seem to keep, as expected, a 
larger number of innovators working within public institutions.

Gender
Socio-Economic Development and Environment are fields in which more than 60% male innovators work, while all other fields 
are dominated by women.

Obstacles/challenges
Significantly more obstacles/challenges were mentioned by those active in the health area, as follows: legislative obstacles (73% 
compared to the average 60%), state involvement (72% compared to the average 55%), educational obstacles (51% compared to 
the average 34%) and access to professional know-how (40% compared to 24%).

2022 vs 2017
In 2022, within the main activity sector of which the social innovators are part, 30% mention the educational sector, 20% the 
field of social inclusion, 15% transversal, 12% civic involvement, 7% socio-economic development and 5% environment. In 
2017, the main sectors mentioned were social inclusion and socio-economic development (17% each), followed by education 
and civic involvement (16% each), transversal (15%) and health (7%).

Network
In general, a significant exogamy is observed for all fields of activity of innovators, which means that, in general, there are 
collaborations between people active in different fields. It is true that from the way the domains were defined, some are 
intrinsically more horizontal than others (eg Transversal, Socio-economic Development, Education). Among the fields with a 
higher share of referrals to different areas are Socio-Economic Development (85%), Civic Engagement (75%) and Transversal 
area (79%).

Analyzing in detail the links that have formed we can see stronger connections between certain fields. Most of such links have 
as receiver the field of Education (for Social Inclusion - 23%, Socio-Economic Development - 28%, Civic Involvement - 26%, 
Transversal - 26%), but closer relationships also exist between Civic Involvement and Inclusion social (21%) and Health and 
Social Inclusion (26%).

2022 2017

Environment

Health

Cross Sectoral

Civic
engagement

Education

Socio-Economic
Development

Social
Inclusion

20% 17%

7% 17%

30% 16%

12% 16%

15% 15%

11% 7%

5%

Main activity sectors
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ANDREEA NISTOR

ANDRE RĂDULESCU

CLAUDIA COSTEA

R
ALUCA NEGULESCU-BALACI

ANDREEA NISTOR

1

2

3

4

Size of network nodes
depicts the number of 
nominations received by each 
of the innovators

The degree of network 
centrality 
Depending on the number of 
connections between each 
innovator they are positioned 
closer or further away from the 
center of the diagram, 
illustrating their importance 
within the ecosystem.

The links between social 
innovators
Eachone of the lines joining the 
nodes represents one 
nominations made by the 
interviewees

Education

Top social innovators
(by total number of received
nominations)

ADRIANA HARJA

ELI NEICUT

RUXANDRA PATRASCU MAIAN

ADRIANA POPESCU

MONA PETRE

TIBERIU TEODOR-STANCIU

ANCA TIRCA

DRAGOS PETRU BELDUGANU

ADRIANA HARJA

DENISE MATU

RALUCA NEGULESCU-BALACI

SILVIA BOGDAN

IOANA CORDUNEANU

ANDREEA NISTOR

ANA-MARIA ILIE

ALEXA CARDAS

CORINA PARASCHIV

MONICA TUDORACHE

DANIELA VISOIANU
MIRELA STETCO

MARIAN ANCUTA

ELENA GEORGESCU

IOANA DOSPINESCU

MARIA GHEORGHIU

MORARU MARIANA

DANA FARCASANU

DORU TOMA

OANA CRAIOVEANU

ADRIANA CARNU

CLARA CONSTANTIN

ADELA HANAFI

OVIDIU ANA

GABRIELA BARBULESCU

VICTOR OLAHUT

TRAIAN BRUMA

IOANA DIACONU

LOREDANA DUMITRESCU

LAURA-MARIA ILIE

BIANCA DULGHERU

ANDREI VITIUC

ANCA ELENA SANDU

SILVIA MARIA TABUSCA

FLORENTINA NASTASE

MADALINA MUSCA

RALUCA MARES

VERA MARIN

DELIA GRIGOROIU

ELENA PERRY

LIGIA GEORGESCU-GOLOSOIU

EUGEN VAIDA

STEFAN CIBIAN

MARIA BUTYKA

ALINA SIMONA HOARA

ALEXANDRA NEGREI

ELENA BUNOARA

MIHAI CAPRIOARA

GABRIELA CRISTINA POPESCU

ADRIAN HARIGA

DAN PALIMARIU

GABRIELA OTELITA

LUCIAN POPA

VASILE CLAUDIU CIUBOTARU

ANCA GAIDOS

LUCIAN IORDACHE

MARIA KOVACS

DIANA BULUGA

CLAUDIA COSTEA

ANDRADA MIRON

MIHAELA INTA

PAULA BEUDEAN

SIMINA CORLAT

NICOLETA OLAGA CHIS RACOLTA

IULIA CIHAREAN

OANA MINDRUT

ANCA NICOLESCU

MIRCEA BUCUR

CIPRIAN LEPADATU

ANCA MADALINA FOTIN

MONICA MOCANU

IULIA GEORGESCU

ION GEORGESCU

CRISTINA ALEXANDRA CATANA BUCA

ANTOANELA-IONUTA ENACACHE

NICOLAE CUTA

DANA BATES

ANDRE RADULESCU

VLAD-SERGIU SANDU

CATALIN GAVRILA

OANA-ANDRADA MAZILU

ADRIANA SCRIPCARIU

ALEXANDRA MIHAILCIUC

ANDRA MUNTEANU

ANDRADA CILIBIU

ANDRADA-MARIA STANCIU

CARMEN MARCU

CRISTIAN HATU

DANIEL MIHAITA IVASCU

DIANA PIRCIU

DRAGOS ANASTASIU

ELIZA CHIRILA-POP

IOANA CARTARESCU-PETRICA

ION NECULAI

IONUT CODREANU

IRINA ADASCALITEI

IULIA DROMERESCHI

IULIANA PAVEL

JEAN BAPTISTE

MARIANA CIUCA

MINODORA CERIN

OANA GHERA

ROXANA TURCU

VICTORIA PATRASCU

DANA LUPSA-TATARU

ELENA LUPOAEA-PETREA

MADALINA TIVGA

ALINA CAPRIOARA

ILIANA HRITCAN

IRINA CRISTINA PACHITA

LILIANA ROMANIUC

OANA ONCIU

CLAUDIA ABRUDAN

LETITIA SUCIU

OCTAVIAN VOINA

RALUCA BUGNAR

RUXANDRA MERCEA

VASILE VLASIN
ALEXANDRA DUMITRESCU

ANDREI ALEXANDROV

CARMEN ION

LAVINIA IORDACHE

MADALINA BOUROS

MADALINA-DANIELA LESCAI

MARINA DOMUNCO

VERONICA CONSTANTIN MALANCA

ALIN POTINCHE

COSMIN CATANA

ADINA STOLERIU

IULIAN TANASE

BRINDUSA HAVASI

DANA SARMES

MIHAELA TILINCA

RADU TICIU

VLADIMIR OBRADOVICI

CODRIN SCUTARU

DIANA GHINDA
FLORIN GHINDA

LAURA FRENTESCU-TORDAI

VASILE DEAC

ELENA CALIN

LIANA BUZEA

CALIN PADUREAN
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CONSTANTIN LOMACA

CATALIN ZOICAN

CIPRIAN BALANESCU

ANA MARIA OANCEA

SIMONA TANASE
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ANDREI POPESCU

TEODOR CRISTIAN BLIDARU

MELANIA LUANA BUTNARIU

AMALIA DIACONU

ANDREI VARVAROI

FLORIN IBANESCU

DANIELA LAIC

ANA BUNDUC

CRINA STELIANA POPESCU

CONSTANTA MATUSESCU

MARIAN VIOREL ANGHEL

ANA VIRLAN

CORA IULIA APROZEANU

GRUIA BADESCU

LUMINITA GUGIANU
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MATEI COCHECI

RADU UMBRES

SIMONA POLADIAN-MOAGAR

DANIELA NISTE
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ANISOARA CORICI

BOGDAN TANASA

CIPRIAN POPA
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ANAMARIA GORDON

GABRIEL BADESCU

TIBOR HARTEL

CAMELIA DULGHERU

CAMELIA SERBAN
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MIRELA POPOV
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Size of network nodes
depicts the number of 
nominations received by each 
of the innovators

The degree of network 
centrality 
Depending on the number of 
connections between each 
innovator they are positioned 
closer or further away from the 
center of the diagram, 
illustrating their importance 
within the ecosystem.

The links between social 
innovators
Eachone of the lines joining the 
nodes represents one 
nominations made by the 
interviewees

Social
Inclusion

Top social innovators
(by total number of received
nominations)

DIANA CERTAN

ANGELA ACHIȚEI

R
OXANA DAMASCHIN-Ț

ECU

IRINA VASILESCU

CĂTĂLINA CRAINIC

1

2

3

4
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CRISTINA BADEA

IARINA TABAN

DIANA CERTAN VALENTINA MAGHIRESCU

MIHAI CUCU-DUMITRESCU

ADRIANA PREDA

LUCIAN CONSTANTIN MIRCESCU

GEORGETA BUCUR

IONUT-STEFAN PASCU

ANA RADULESCU

DAMIEN THIERY

CRISTINA GHEORGHE

ANDREEA ANCUTA

MELANIA IULIA MEDELANU

IRINA SORESCU

DANIELA TONTSCH

AURELIA PASARE

GABRIELA PLOPEANU

CRISTINEL ROMAN

ADRIANA MARIA CRISAN

ALEXANDRA LULACHE

MARIA TEODORESCU

LEONARD FICUTA

ANGELA ACHITEI

MIHAELA ZANOSCHI

STEFANITA SABIN RUSU

MIHAELA DUMITRACHE

IRINA MIHALCUT

ALINA CIORTESCU

AURORA VATAMANIUC

DANIEL HLIBAN

CARMEN GHERCA

GABRIELA ACHIHAI

ALEXANDRINA-LIANA KISS

CRISTINA-MARIA BALA

SIMONA ZLIBUT

MONICA ELENA GRAFF

ANA DRAGU

ANNA CRISTINA BURTEA

BIANCA DANITA

LIANA-MARIA VISLAN
CATALINA CRAINIC

FLAVIUS ILIONI

ALEXANDRA CARAMAN

ALEXANDRA MESZAROS

CAMELIA OPREA

ROXANA DAMASCHIN-TECU

ION GORACEL

FLOARE NICA

OVIDIU MARTIN
ADRIAN CROITORU

AMEDEEA ENACHE

ANCA TEODORA SANDU

ANDREEA DOBRE

CEZARA BACEANU

CORINA DOBA

CRISTINA FOARFA

DANA NUTA

DIANA CHIRIACESCU

GELU DUMINICA

GEORGIANA PASCU

IONUT JUGUREANU

IONUT OPREA

IRINA VASILESCU

IRINA ZAMFIRESCU

LOREDANA URZICA MIREA

LUCA ISTODOR

MIHAI VASILE

MONICA BOSEFF

NADIA GAVRILA

OANA GIURGIU

RUXANDRA MATEESCU

SIMON SUITNER

STEFAN LEONESCU

ADELA SETET

ASTRID HAMBERGER

CARMEN BUTNARASU

GYORGY PETER

LAURA ISTRATE

MARCELA SERBAN

ALEX LUCHICI

ALEXANDRU PAZIUC

CAMELIA TOPALA COSMIN GRADINARIU

CRISTINA HURDUBAIA

DANIELA COMAN

GABRIELA RADUCANU

MIHAELA MUNTEANU

PETRU-VASILE GAFIUC

IONUT STANCOVICI

LUCIA CIOBANU

DANIEL NECULA

IOSIF CALIN

MIHAI MATACHE

IANA MATEI

ADELA VLADOIU

ADELINA FLORESCU

CATALIN PASMAC

DANIEL ANDREI

EDUARD MARCOIU

ELISABETA MOLDOVAN

MARIUS PARJOL

MIHAI FIGHIR

ZOLAN SZOVDERDFI-SZEP

BOGDAN PATRU

BOGDAN DIMCIU

ALEXANDRA PETCU

CLAUDIA TORJE

LUCIAN BUTNARU

MARILENA ALEXEANU BUTTU

DANIEL TROANCA

DANIELA HONCIUC DORISZ MARIA VERES

GABRIELLA TONK

CRISTINA HARAP
CRINA MURESAN

MADALINA TURZA

OANA-MARIA ZAHARIA

STEFANIA ANDREESCU

VIORICA MARIANA NEDEL

BELA OLIMPIU LACATUS LAKAB

CARMEN CIORNEI

JULIA ADORJANI

MIHAI TATARU

EMESE ESZTERO

168
innovators

20%
of all innovators on the map
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2

3

4
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LAURA ALBU

VLAD DUMITRESCUVLAD DUMITRESCU

MIHAI LUPU

DANA PÎRȚOC

CLAUDIA ȘERBĂNUȚ

Ă

1

2

3

4

5

Size of network nodes
depicts the number of 
nominations received by each 
of the innovators

The degree of network 
centrality 
Depending on the number of 
connections between each 
innovator they are positioned 
closer or further away from the 
center of the diagram, 
illustrating their importance 
within the ecosystem.

The links between social 
innovators
Eachone of the lines joining the 
nodes represents one 
nominations made by the 
interviewees

Cross Sectoral

Top social innovators
(by total number of received
nominations)

ALINA MIHAELA CALISTRU

CLAUDIA SERBANUTA

JUDITH MOLNAR

IOANA GEORGETA TURCAN

ROXANA VITAN

IOANA BAUER

DIANA FILIMON

MADALINA MARCU

VICTORIA CARASAVA

VLAD DUMITRESCU

MIHAI LUPU

ELENA POPA

RUCSANDRA POP

UNA CLARA SIGHETI

MARIAN RADUNA

ROXANA NICOLAESCU

ANDREI DOBRE

VICTORIA IOANA CIUHAN

SIMONA CALAPODESCU

MARIA DUDUMAN

TOMINA VODARICI

SIMONA CONSTANTIN

CIPRIAN CIOCAN

FLORENTINA CALUGAR

CRISTINA-ANA ILIESCU

ANA OCTAVIA PREOTU

RARITA ZBRANCA

ANDRAS FARKAS

DANA PIRTOC

TUDOR OGNER

CAMELIA DANA MATES

LAZAR LAURENTIU

PETRE-COSMIN BARZAN

ADRIANA RADU

DOINA BADEA

DANIEL GREBELDINGER

ALEXANDRU LUCA

ALEXANDRA VORNICU

ALINA KASPROVSCHI

ANA DERUMEAUX

ANDREEA CRISTINA BORTUN

ANDREEA OGLAGEA

BIANCA PINTILIE

BOGDAN IVANEL

BOGDAN SIMION

CRISTINA GUSETH

CRISTINA HORIA

CRISTINA LUPU

GABRIEL SOLOMON

GEORGE IONESI

HORIA BENGA

IRINA LECA

IRIS POPESCU

LIVIA MOHIRTA

MATEI SUMBASACU

NONA SERBANESCU

OLIVIA VEREHA

SMARANDA PASNICU

TUDOR GIURGIU

ANDRAS MARTON

LAURA POPEEA

MIHAI DRAGOMIR

MIRELA OPREA

IOANA TRAISTA

IOANA BRAILESCU

LAURA ALBU

LARISA DUMITROAEA

LEV FEJES

ANDREEA IAGER-TAKO

DAN BUGARIU

DANIELA CHESARU

LEVENTE KOZMA

NADIA TISMANARU

OANA MONDOC

VALENTIN MURESAN

CRISTINA POJOGA

DRAGOS IONITA

RALUCA PRELUCA

RALUCA OLARU

DIANA MOGA

CRISTIANA BUCURECI

OANA MARINESCU

ROXANA BRAGA

CRISTI SCHIOPU

OANA SIMIONESCU

RALUCA IACOB

RAED ARAFAT

ALIN GRIGORE

CRISTINA TOMA

MIRCEA MOCANU

EVA LASZLO

GEORGE JIGLAU

MARIUS MOS

101
innovators

15%
of all innovators on the map

1

2

4

5

3
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ISTVÁN SZAKÁTS

ELENA GABRIELA SOLOM
ON

LUCA CIUBOTARU

ELENA CALISTRU

CEZARA GRAMA

1

2

3

4

5

Size of network nodes
depicts the number of 
nominations received by each 
of the innovators

The degree of network 
centrality 
Depending on the number of 
connections between each 
innovator they are positioned 
closer or further away from the 
center of the diagram, 
illustrating their importance 
within the ecosystem.

The links between social 
innovators
Eachone of the lines joining the 
nodes represents one 
nominations made by the 
interviewees

Civic
engagement

Top social innovators
(by total number of received
nominations)

ANDI CARLAN

LAVINIA IOANA UDREA

ELENA CALISTRU

IONUT SIBIAN GABRIELA GOCAN

STEFAN BALICI

ANA COJOCARU

CEZARA GRAMA

ALBERTO GROSESCU

ANA VASILACHE

OVIDIU FER

SIMONA VOICESCU

ANDREI CHIRTOC

ANCA DALMASSO

MIHAI PANTIRU

CIPRIAN-MIHAI PAIUS

ALEXANDRINA DINGA

ANCA GHERASIM

LUCA CIUBOTARU

VICTOR CATALIN TOMA

ROBERT VERES

TUDOR BRADATAN

ISTVAN SZAKATS

STELIAN TRAIAN GRIGORE

ANDRA CAMELIA CORDOS

CRISTINA HANGEA

MARIA PRUTEANU

AURELIA CASARU

NARCISA DUMITRU

ISABELA ALEXE

ELENA GABRIELA SOLOMON

CRISTINA POTRA MURESAN

IONEL MARGINEAN

YOLANDA FLORESCU

ANDRA TOMA

BOGDAN PIRLOG

CEZARA DAVID

FLORIN RASTEIU

GEORGIANA MARCU

LASZLO BODOR

LAURA STEFAN

MADALINA ENE

OANA CHIRILA

RADU NICOLAE

SIMONA BELDIMAN

ANA BUGNERIU

CRISTIANA METEA

DORIS LUPU

ERWAN JOLIFF

OLTEAN HORATIU

ROZI CSAKI

VOINA CRISTIAN

IOANA PRUTEANU

IORDANA LEAHU

MIRCEA MERIACRI

NICOLETA BOGOS

AGNES BALAZSI-PAL

ALIN USERIU

CORINA PINTEA

CRISTIAN TETCU

DIANA-ALEXANDRINA MOLDOVAN

DIANDRA IOANA TANASA-COZDREANU

TIMEA GRUNZO

CORNELIA PRESADA

MIHAELA CHIPER

PAULA ISPAS

RADU FLORIAN COVALIU

COSTIN BLEOTU

MIHAELA VETAN

MIHAI VILCEA

ALEXANDRA STEF

DINU DROG

TAMINA LOLEV

MARIUS GABOR

VLADUT CATALIN ANDREESCU
MIHAI LISETCHI

ADRIAN CALIMAN

163
innovators

12%
of all innovators on the map

1

2

4

5
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Size of network nodes
depicts the number of 
nominations received by each 
of the innovators

The degree of network 
centrality 
Depending on the number of 
connections between each 
innovator they are positioned 
closer or further away from the 
center of the diagram, 
illustrating their importance 
within the ecosystem.

The links between social 
innovators
Eachone of the lines joining the 
nodes represents one 
nominations made by the 
interviewees

Health

Top social innovators
(by total number of received
nominations)

RADU GANESCU

DANA MITCOV

MONICA CIORICARU

ALINA TATUCU

NICOLETA VAIA

IULIAN PETRE ROZALINA LAPADATU

CRISTINA VLADAU

DANIEL CIUREA

LILIANA CUREA

ODILE TURCU

CARMEN USCATU

CLAUDIA SFETCU

OANA GHEORGHIU

DANIELA DRAGHICI

NICOLETA-MARIANA ORLEA

STEFAN RADUT

ANGELA CRISTINA GALETA

SINZIANA IONITA-CIUREZ

DANIELA STAICU

STELA MARIA GEORGETA ACHIVEI

DORICA DAN ARABELA ACALINEI

PAULA NUTAS

CRISTINA MIHAELA VASILE

CRISTINA VLADU

ALINA COMANESCU

ANAMARIA POPA

ALEXANDRU COVACIU

ADELINA TONCEAN

ADINA MANEA

ALEXANDRU POPA

ALINA DUMITRIU

ALINA PATRAHAU

CHRIS SIMION-MERCURIAN

CLAUDIA DUMITRU

CORINA CROITORU

CRISTIANA MATEOIU

CRISTINA ISAR

CRISTINA PETRESCU-GHENEA

ILEANA STEFAN

IRINA MATEESCU

LIVIU SERBAN

LUMINITA VALCEA

MARIA CULESCU

MIHAELA LUPU

RADU DOP

RALUCA CHISU

VLAD VOICULESCU

IONELA CATALINA POPA

IONUT URSU

BOGDAN FLOREA

CORNELIA BUTCOVAN

ION-GHEORGHE PETROVAI

VIOLETA GORON

BOGDAN ISTRATE

IOAN SURU

ADRIAN PANA

CRISTINA LOGHINA

CRISTINA BERTEANU

LIDIA ONOFREI

CECILIA LUCACI

MIHAELA CARMEN ARIMCONSTANTIN POIANA

IONUT MARIUTEI

SIMONA DUMITRA

IOAN MIREA

LAURA PETCU
MONICA-DIANA ISAILA

SORIN ADRIAN FILIMON

HADRIAN BORCEA

MARILENA DOBRESCU

MIHAI GAFENCU

91
innovators

11%
of all innovators on the map

ARABELA ACĂLINEI

DORICA DAN

RADU GĂNESCU

N
ICOLETA-MARIANA ORLEA

OANA GHEORGHIU
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CARMEN CIOBANU

ANCUȚA VAMEȘU

ZOLTÁN BERECZKI

CIPRIAN STĂNESCU

MARINA BATOG

1

2

3

4

5

Size of network nodes
depicts the number of 
nominations received by each 
of the innovators

The degree of network 
centrality 
Depending on the number of 
connections between each 
innovator they are positioned 
closer or further away from the 
center of the diagram, 
illustrating their importance 
within the ecosystem.

The links between social 
innovators
Eachone of the lines joining the 
nodes represents one 
nominations made by the 
interviewees

Socio-Economic
Development

Top social innovators
(by total number of received
nominations)

CIPRIAN STANESCU

MARINA BATOG

DECEBAL-MIHAI MOHIRTA

CRISTIAN GHERGHICEANU

ORBAN ARPAD

MAGDOLNA BAKAI

MIRONA TAPALAGA

MARTON BALOGH

VICTOR MAXIM

MIRCEA IOAN CRISBASANU

ANCUTA VAMESU

ZOLTAN BERECZKI

VICTOR FERCEA

MONICA MUNTEANU

PAUL-ANDRE BARAN

ROBERTO PATRASCOIU

ADRIAN PETRI

CRISTIAN RADU

ILONA SZOCS

ANCA ELENA GHEORGHICA

CIPRIAN HORDILA

MADALIN FLOREA

ANDREI ARONET

CARMEN CIOBANU

STEFAN TEISANU

EDUARD DOBRE

NICOLETA DELIU-PASOL

FLORIN COBUZ

RAUL BUZGAR

CRISTINA JANTEA

DRAGOS JALIU

GRATIELA BESCUCA

MIRELA JALIU

RALUCA MUNTEANU

VLAD CRAIOVEANU

TICA DARIE

IOANA CERESCU

MIHAI FELICIAN SOLOMON

GORAN PANICI

STELIANA DUMITRU

ALEXANDRU ANDRASANU

OVIDIU CIMPEAN

DANA GRAURA

ARINA MOS

CRISTIAN CIOBANU

89
innovators

7%
of all innovators on the map
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2

4

5
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Size of network nodes
depicts the number of 
nominations received by each 
of the innovators

The degree of network 
centrality 
Depending on the number of 
connections between each 
innovator they are positioned 
closer or further away from the 
center of the diagram, 
illustrating their importance 
within the ecosystem.

The links between social 
innovators
Eachone of the lines joining the 
nodes represents one 
nominations made by the 
interviewees

Environment

Top social innovators
(by total number of received
nominations)

CORINA MURAFA

FLORIN STOICAN

TEIA CIULACU

ALEXANDRU OPRITA

CODRUTA FERNEA

LAURA GAINA

ALINA AFLECAILOR

ANAMARIA-DANIELA HANCU

ANDREI COSULEANU

BOGDAN MIHALACHE

CHARLES BERVILLE

DANIEL SARDAN

LOREDANA PANA

NICOLETA MARIN

CHRISTOPH PROMBERGER

FERI TEGLAS

MIHAI IANCU ZOTTA

MIHAI DIAC

ANAMARIA GEORGESCU

CAMELIA GUI

MARIUS MORNEA

RADU MITITEAN

RADU RUSU

MIHAI AKACOS

CRISTINA BRIZIOU
CODRUT GIRBOAN

CRISTIAN POGAN

MARIUS PASCU

GABRIEL-CRISTIAN LAIC

CALIN DEJEU

RARES MARA

64
innovators

5%
of all innovators on the map

CODRUȚA FERNEA

CH
RISTOPH PROMBERGER

ANAMARIA GEORGESCU

TEIA CIULACU

ALEXANDRU OPRIȚ

Ă

1

2

3

4

5

1

2

3

4

5



Types of organizations, 
roles, obstacles and 
opportunities



23Types of organizations, roles, obstacles and opportunities

Other

NGO

Private

Public

Private 72%37%

Other 95%5%

Public
44%56%

NGO 15%85%

Organizational 
network

7%

3%

63%

37%

8
%

85%

5%

2%

4
0

%

2%

2%

5%

15%

75%

56%

5%

ONG

Altul

2%85%

Exogamy**Endogamy*

Share of total nominations given towards
an organization type
(the line color is associated to the node that made the
nomination)

Total number of nominations received and given

*share of nominations given to people from the   
   same type of organization

**share of nominations given to people from   
     other types of organizations
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Top social 
innovators by 
type of 
organization DIANA CERTAN

ANGELA ACHIȚEIDORICA DAN
LUCA CIUBOTARU

R
ALUCA NEGULESCU-BALACI

V
LĂDUȚ CĂTĂLIN ANDREESC

U

MIHAI LISEȚCHIGABRIELLA TONK

CRINA STELIANA POPESCU

RAED ARAFAT

RALUCA IACOB
LUCIAN BUTNARUBOGDAN DIMCIU TAMINA LOLEV

N
ICOLETA DELIU-PAȘ

OL

CLAUDIA ȘERBĂNUȚ

Ă JUDITH MOLNARCRISTINA BADEA

ALINA MIHAELA CALIS

TRU

ELI NEICUT

ONG

Private

Public

Other

How to read the avatars?

Given and received
nominations

COLOR: Activity sector
SHAPE: Legal 
organizational status
DIMENSION: No. of 
years of experience

Region

Gender

Name

Given nominations

Received nominations

40 ani

20 ani

SURNAME NAME
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Types of organizations, roles, obstacles and opportunities

If we analyze the type of organizations in which the social innovators in the study 
work, 76% are NGOs, followed by public (13%) and private (9%) entities.

Regional distribution
An above-average concentration of innovators from NGOs is recorded in the Central 
region (80%) and Bucharest-Ilfov (78%). The private sector has a share of 14% in the 
West region and 11% in the Center region. At the same time, public sector innovators 
are over-represented in the North-East (22%) and North-West (18%) regions and 
under-represented in the Central region (7.1%).

Gender
Private organizations were mentioned by significantly more men (12%, compared to 
7% women).

Experience
In terms of experience and age, the NGO field is the most experienced, with an 
average of 20 years of experience and an average age of 45. At the opposite pole is 
the private sector where the average experience is 13 years and the average age is 41.

Role
Regarding the roles mentioned by the social innovators in the organizations they 
belong to, most mentioned implementing projects (83%), contributing through 
knowledge and learning experiences (82%), securing financial support (32%), and 
the role of regulation (30%).

Obstacles
When it comes to the main obstacles encountered (multiple response), most social 
innovators mentioned: access to finance (68%), cultural/mindset obstacles (63%), 
legislative (60%), state involvement (55%), workforce (50%), infrastructure (35%), 
educational (34%), promotion (31%), organizational (25%), access to professional 
know-how (24%) and other logistics-related obstacles (18%).

Opportunities
In terms of the main opportunities mentioned (multiple response), the following 
were noticed: urgent need for action (68%), untapped potential (67%), strong 

 Public 13%

 Private 9%

 NGO 76%

 Other 2%

Legal status of the organization in
which innovators operate

1-2 years 15%

3-5 years 18%

6-8 years 18%

9-10 years 16%

11-15 years 14%

Above 16 years 19%

Years of activity
in their current organization

I contribute with
knowledge and
learning
experiences

82%

I provide
financial support 32%

I have a
regulatory role 30%

The roles played by the 
social innovators

I implement
projects 83%
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Types of organizations, obstacles and opportunities
working community (59%), positive policy changes (37%), affordable financing 
(33%), market interest (33%). The healthcare sector mentions the market interest 
opportunity more (48%, compared to an average of 33%). Also, significantly more 
of those who mentioned the importance of a strong community to work with also 
mentioned having a regulatory role (72%, compared to the average of 59%).

Financial opportunities
Finally, regarding the main financing opportunities available (multiple answer), the 
most mentioned are: financing offered by corporations (60%), EU financing (48%), 
individual investors (45%), subsidies offered by NGOs (36%), and government 
subsidies (27%). Most of those who mentioned the financing provided by corporations 
also mention the role of providing financial support (74% compared to the average 
of 60%).

Experience
Regarding the seniority in the current organization, most social innovators mention 
more than 16 years (19%), followed by 3-5 years (18%), 6-8 years (18%), 9-10 years 
(16%), and 1 – 2 years (15%).

Network
The map of social innovators is dominated by representatives of the NGO sector, 
which leads to a much higher degree of endogamy of nominations from NGO 
innovators (90%). This can also be noted in the case of the public domain, where 
60% of the nominations were also made to people from institutions. An opposite 
trend is observed in the private sector, where 70% of the nominations were made 
to other types of entities. The high degree of endogamy for NGOs and the public 
environment can also represent an alarm signal regarding the lack of collaboration 
between organizations on subjects where a more diverse perspective matters.

Untapped potential 67%

The urgent
need for action 68%

Strong community
to work with 59%

Positive policy
level changes

37%

Accessible
funding 33%

Market
interest 33%

None of
the above 1%

Main opportunities

Access to
finance 68%

Cultural/
mindset 63%

Legislation 60%

State
involvement 55%

Workforce 50%

Infrastructure 35%

Education 34%

Promotion 31%

Organizational 25%

Access to
professional
know-how

24%

Logistics 18%

None of the
above 1%

The main obstacles faced
by social innovators

Funding provided by
corporations 60%

EU funding 48%

Individual investors 45%

Grants provided
by NGOs

36%

Government
grants 27%

Main funding opportunities



Geographical regions



28Geographical regions

Exogamy**Endogamy*

Share of total nominations given towards
a region
(the line color is associated to the node that made the
nomination)

Total number of nominations received and given

*share of nominations given to people from the   
   same region

**share of nominations given to people from   
     other regions

Bucharest- 
Ilfov

Center

International

North-East

North-
West

South-East

South-Muntenia

South-West
Oltenia

West

Bucharest-
Ilfov 35%65%

South-Muntenia 88%12%

North-West 42%58%

West 47%53%

North-East 38%63%

South-East 32%68%

International 100%0%

South-West
Oltenia 72%28%

Center 57%43%

Regional 
Netoworks

58%

5%

7%

2%

23%

1%

5
%

3% 7%

8%

4%

8%

4%

1%

65%

33%

6%

6%

6%

28%

17%

6%

33%

67%

43%

16%

10
%

6
%

7%
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%

53%

11%

2%

22%

23%
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1
%

10%

10%

10%

12%
5%

7%2
%

44%

6%

63%

5%

5
%2%

1%

19%

9%

5%
5

%
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%

5%

5%

68%

Bucharest-
Ilfov

International

1%68%
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Geographic 
distribution of 
innovators

Number of social innovators
by locality

Bucharest

West

South-West
Oltenia

South-Muntenia

South-East

North-West

North-East

International

Center

Bucuharest-Ilfov

Percentage of social innovators by region
CLUJ-NAPOCA

BACAU

TIMISOARA

SECUIENI

CRAIOVA

ALTANA

SUCEAVA

ARMENIS

EFORIE

ZALAU

SFANTU GHEORGHE

BAIA MARE

DOROHOI

SIGHISOARAMATISENI

CONSTANTA

CAREI

DROBETA-TURNU SEVERIN

BISTRITA

BOTOSANI

GURA HUMORULUI

PUCIOASA

COVASNA

TARGOVISTE

SIBIU

RASNOV

BAILE TUSNAD

GALATI

FAGARAS

TARGU NEAMT

BRAILA

COBOR

BUZAU

BUCU

HARLAU

CAMPULUNG MOLDOVENESC

MIHAILENI

VALENII DE MUNTE

RESITA

BARLAD

ROMAN

BAILESTI

BRASOV

TULCEA

MARGINEA

HOREZU

ORADEA

VASLUI

ALBA IULIA

ABRUD

BEREVOESTI

PITESTI

CUGIR

IASI

BUHUSI

RAMNICU VALCEA

BUCURESTI

TARGU JIU

TARGU MURES

GHELINTA

MEDIAS
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Geographical regions

Regarding the region of origin, most social innovators come from the Bucharest-Ilfov region (45%), followed by the North-
West (13%), North-East (12%), West (9%) and the Central region (9%).

Types of organisations
Representatives of the NGO field predominate in the Bucharest-Ilfov region (78%). Also, there is a higher-than-average share of 
public sector representatives in the North-East and North-West (22% and 18%, respectively, of the total number of public sector 
representatives). The same can be said for the private environment for the Western region, where 14% of its total representatives 
are found.

Gender
Regarding the gender of the innovators, it is worth noting the above-average representation of men in the West region (58%) but 
also in the South-West Oltenia region (50%). In all other regions, women represent over 50% of the nominated persons.

2022 vs 2017
Regarding the region of origin, most social innovators in 2022 come from the Bucharest-Ilfov region (45%), followed by the 
North-West (13%), North-East (12%), West (9%) and the Center of the country (9%). The distribution was somewhat more 
balanced in 2017, approx. 25% being from Bucharest-Ilfov, 12% in the Centre, 12% in the North-West and 6% in the North-East.

Network
In general, the nominated persons operate in the same geographical region as the one who appointed them, this being most 
common in the South-East (68%), Bucharest-Ilfov (65%) and North-East (63%) regions. In the case of the Bucharest-Ilfov 
region, this can be explained by the large number of innovators active in the area (aspect also found in the previous study). In the 
other 4 regions - Center (57%), South-West Oltenia (72%) and South-Muntenia (88%), more than half of the recommendations 
made went to other regions of the country. These were generally directed to innovators from Bucharest-Ilfov. The strongest 
connection with this area appears with the regions South-Muntenia (44% of nominations) and South-West Oltenia (33%), a fact 
that is obviously also due to geographical proximity.

International
1% 2%

2022 2017

Bucharest-Ilfov 45% 25%

North-East 12% 6%

Center 9% 12%

West 9% 5%

South-East 6% 4%

South-Muntenia 3% 4%
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3% 4%
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Experience

Related to the years of experience in the aforementioned sector, most innovators fall into the category of 6-10 years (23%), 
followed by 11-15 years (20%), 16-20 years (18%), 1 – 5 years (15%), 21 – 25 years (12%) and over 26 years (11%).

Gender and age
Significantly more men mention the 21-25 years category (18%, compared to 9% women). Also, most respondents who mention 
the intervals 1 – 5 years and 6 – 10 years are in the youngest age ranges: 18 – 24 years and 25 – 34 years. 

Main activity sector
Within the network, the social innovators with the most experience work in the fields of Health and Education, with an average 
of 17 and 16 years of experience, respectively. At the opposite pole, the study participants representing the Environment and 
Civic Involvement have the fewest years of professional experience.

By far the most social innovators with 1-5 years of experience mentioned the activity sector in the environment area (45%).

Network
In general, we can say that a higher number of years of experience brings with it a higher number of nominations on average. 
Also, relationships between innovators are closer in the case of people with more than 6 years of experience.

At the same time, people who have more than 9 years of experience nominated more than 5 people each on average.

1-5 years 15%

6-10 years 23%

11-15 years 20%

16-20 years 18%

21-25 years 12%

More than
26 years

11%

Years of experience in
their main activity sector
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